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SOUTHEAST  MISSOURI REGIONAL PLANNING AND  

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION  

 

Monthly Meeting Minutes 

May 25, 2010 

 
The regular monthly meeting of the Southeast Missouri Regional Planning and Economic Development Commission 

was called to order by Chairman H. Weldon Macke at 2:12 p.m., on Tuesday, May 25, 2010 in the Commissionôs 

meeting room at 1 West St. Joseph Street in Perryville, Missouri. 

 

ATTENDEES 

 

H. Weldon Macke  Chairman 

Designated Representative 

 SEMO RPC 

Cape Girardeau County 

Albert Fults  Treasurer 

Presiding Commissioner 

 SEMO RPC 

Ste. Genevieve County 

Larry Kennon  Secretary 

Representative 

 SEMO RPC 

Leadington 
Gary Shrum  Administrative Assistant  Marble Hill 

C. Timothy Morgan  Director, Inspection Services  Cape Girardeau 

Don England  Chairman  Oak Ridge 

Barbara Lohr  Mayor  Jackson 

Ted Howell  Designated Representative  Annapolis 

John Rauls  Presiding Commissioner  Madison County 

Patrick J. Heaps  Associate Commissioner  Perry County 

Alan Williams  Administrative Assistant  Bismarck 

Eugene Henson  Mayor  Iron Mountain Lake 

Lawrence A. Marler  Alderman  Ste. Genevieve 

Kathy Waltz  Field Representative  Congressman Russ Carnahanôs Office 
Becky Eftink  Area Specialist  USDA/Rural Development/Jackson 

Chauncy Buchheit  Executive Director  SEMO RPC 

David P. Grimes  Deputy Director  SEMO RPC 

Ronald R. Steele  Economic Development Planner  SEMO RPC 

Brian J. Balsman  Director of Planning  SEMO RPC 

A. Drew Christian  Regional Planner   SEMO RPC 

Stan W. Balsman  GIS Director  SEMO RPC 

Marilyn Hennemann  Fiscal Officer  SEMO RPC 

Kathleen M. Hall   Executive Assistant  SEMO RPC 

 

After introductions, Chairman Macke requested approval of the April 27, 2010 minutes.  Mr. Howell moved that the 

minutes be approved as presented; Commissioner Fults seconded the motion; motion carried. 
 

The Treasurerôs report as of May 15, 2010 was accepted as presented. 

 

CONSENT  AGENDA 

 

 The May consent agenda was approved as presented, and included notice that, as of April 30, 2010, the Bank of 

Missouri had pledged securities of $596,494, with FDIC coverage of $250,000, to cover deposits of the Commission 

of $188,294, with excess pledging by the bank amounting to $658,200; and a report that the Financial Assistance 

Award in the amount of $65,000 had been signed and returned to the U. S. Economic Development Administration 

for the 2010 Southeast Missouri Economic Development District Program, with the Commission providing match of 

$27,858 for a total project of $92,858.  Requests for advance for the first two quarters of the award have also been 
submitted. 

  

PUBLIC  NOTICES  

 

The following projects were presented for public notice and comment by the Commission: 
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East Missouri Action Agency requested funding for a cost of living adjustment (COLA) for the Head Start 

staff.  The request was for $33,621 from the U. S. Department of Health and Human Services, with EMAA to 

provide $8,406, for a total cost of living adjustment of $42,027.  

 

Weingarten Vineyard, LLC , requested funding of $1,800,000 through a USDA Rural Development Business 

and Industry guaranteed/insured loan to construct a vineyard and winery in Ste. Genevieve County. 

 

BUSINESS 

 

Mr. Buchheit reported that Fiscal Year 2011 membership dues statements had been mailed recently and that several 

entities had already made their payments.   

 

Mr. Buchheit reported that one borrower under the Revolving Loan Fund (RLF) program was in default and that 

foreclosure proceedings had begun.  He also mentioned that funds available for loan amounted to about $100,000.  

A loan application had been received from a business in the Cape Girardeau-Jackson area, and the loan review 

committee would be meeting within the next couple of weeks to discuss this request.  

 
The Director reported that Dr. John Hagler, Missouri Department of Agriculture Director, had been appointed as the 

stateôs Delta Regional Authority  representative.  Dr. Hagler plans to meet with the regional planning commissions 

once a month.  Mr. Buchheit also mentioned that Bismarck had decided to drop out of the application process.  

However, Southeast Missouri State University had an application pending that was deemed ineligible, even though 

the program had been funded three times previous by the DRA. 

 

A handout was provided and is attached to these minutes showing budget expenditures for the Region E Homeland 

Security Oversight Committee (HSOC) for Fiscal Year 2008.  Brian Balsman pointed out that the HSOC E had 

$100,000 yet to spend and would likely be requesting a contract extension.  The committee would be meeting on 

June 17th.  The contract for FY 2007 funds had been closed   The FY 2009 grant application was waiting for action 

and funds had not yet been released. 
 

Mr. Grimes mentioned that he had attended a meeting of the Missouri Air Conservation Commission (MACC).  

He noted that the Farrar monitor had spiked on three consecutive days in April.  On one of those days, the monitor 

registered 80.  The monitor readings for one of those days were the highest in the state.  Mr. Grimes also reported 

that the draft resolution, for which the staff prepared a letter of support to the MACC, was not passed at the MACC 

meeting.   

 

Mr. Grimes also announced that the next Air Quality Committee meeting would be held on June 18th in Perryville at 

the American Legion Hall.  He also felt that the staff and membership should continue asking help from their federal 

legislators in the effort to maintain the current air quality standards. 

 

Mayor Lohr asked if the monitor at Farrar could be checked for accuracy, and Commissioner Heaps commented 
that, with the rainy weather, the monitor should have shown lower, not higher, pollution levels.   

 

In addition, Mr. Grimes mentioned that applications had been submitted to the Economic Development 

Administration (EDA) for a technical assistance grant for implementation of the Clean Air Action Plan., as well as 

to the Environmental Protection Agency for a Community Action for a Renewed Environment (CARE) grant.  

Neither project was selected for funding. 

 

Mr. Grimes also reported that the Diesel Emissions Reduction Act Program was nearly complete.  He and Jennifer 

Berry of Cape Girardeau had traveled to St. Louis recently to watch the old trash trucks being destroyed.  The 

paperwork for the project close-out was quite lengthy for this ARRA funded program.  Mr. Grimes commented that 

the program had gone smoothly, although the Commission had to give back about $100,000 due to so few requests 
having been made.  However, since the application period had closed, a number of additional inquiries had been 

made.  A smaller grant cycle was to be forthcoming, with funding of about $80,000.  

 

In regard to the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant (EECBG) program, Mr. Grimes reported that 

draft bid specifications were being prepared to purchase the various components for the project.  He had been 
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working with vendors to prepare the specifications.  Because of the bid process, he indicated that it may be possible 

for other entities to take advantage of the bid prices.   

 

Mr. Grimes also mentioned a rebate program operated by Ameren, under which an additional $100,000 was being 

made available for the EECBG program.  In addition, he said that Wabash Valley, the energy supplier for Citizens 

Electric, had a similar program.  As of this meeting, the City of Perryville and the Commission had shown interest in 
participating. The City was eligible for about $6,000 and the Commission about $1,400 under the program.  The 

funding through Ameren and Wabash can assist with installation costs to replace old lighting.  In response to a 

question on how long it would take to replace existing lighting, Mr. Grimes commented that Cape Girardeau County 

had done a test to determine the time.  It was found that after replacing the first fixture, which took about an hour, 

the other fixtures only took about 15 minutes. 

 

Brian Balsman reported that 13 sewer system surveys and 16 water system surveys had been returned to the 

office.  The sewer system surveys represented half of those sent to local entities.  Mr. Balsman would be making 

follow-up calls to those who had not yet responded to the surveys. 

 

Mr. Steele reported that the Commission had contracted with the Workforce Investment Board to update the 

Location One websites for local entities.  Last yearôs summer intern had updated some of the information, and Mr. 
Steele had contacted entities to obtain additional information.  Upon contacting local entities, he found that most 

wanted to keep the information up-to-date themselves.  The Department of Economic Development has issued 

passwords for all communities.  Mr. Steele also found that the Commission needed to populate its own Location 

One website, which he had completed.  This Commissionôs Location One website is now one of the most 

comprehensive in the state.   

 

Cape Girardeau Mayor Harry Retiger has designated City Manager Scott Meyer as his first alternate and 

Director of Development Services Ken Eftink as his second alternate.  Also, Fredericktown Mayor Mark T ripp  

designated City Administrator Jim Dismuke as his first alternate and Ward II Alderman Rick Polete  as his 

second alternate. 

 
Mr. Buchheit reported that MoDOT had informed the staff that the funding for next yearôs transportation planning 

work  had again been changed.  The figure as of the time of this meeting was $62,600 from MoDOT, with the 

Commission to provide match of $15,650 for a total contract amount of $78,250.  The TAC has approved the work 

program.  Mr. Buchheit indicated the work program would be presented for Commission adoption at the next 

meeting. 

 

The occupant of the industrial building located in Bonne Terre had again begun making payments and plans to be 

caught up on back rent by the first of the year.  Start-up of the company had been delayed due to legal filings.  The 

company now plans to begin hiring in a couple of months.  The building is owned jointly by the Regional Planning 

Commission and the St. Francois County Industrial Development Authority. 

 

Mr. Christian reported that feedback had been received concerning a draft hazard mitigation plan submitted for 
review.  Since the project to update the county hazard mitigation plans had begun, the scope of work had increased 

considerably.  Although the plans were submitted as county-wide plans, information was now being requested for all 

political and taxing entities, which includes school districts, water districts, fire districts, ambulance districts, etc.   

 

Mr. Christian indicated that he would be contacting the county assessors to gather boundary information for all 

districts in order to estimate potential damage estimates and land values within those districts.  He also mentioned 

that local entities still needed to submit time sheets to the Commission as documentation of in-kind match.  Several 

counties were close in documenting the required match, while others had been slow in submitting their time sheet 

information.   

 

Mr. Steele reported that Highway 67 between Cherokee Pass and Wayne County had been opened for traffic 
recently. Commissioner Rauls commented that the patrol had also written a number of tickets shortly after opening 

of that section of Highway 67. 
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Ms. Waltz commented that there had not been much activity in Congress; however, various committees had been 

meeting to discuss legislation.  She mentioned that the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee had been 

swamped with requests. 

 

Ms. Eftink mentioned that USDA had quite a bit of funds available for people in need of homes or home repairs.   

 
In regard to the winery project listed for public notice on the agenda, Mr. Marler asked if the funding was a grant.  

Mr. Buchheit explained that it was a Rural Development loan guarantee in which a local lender would actually make 

the loan to the winery.  Should the winery go into default, the bank was guaranteed to receive 80% of its money 

back.  Ms. Eftink commented that the Small Business Administration could guarantee loans of up to $2 million, 

while USDA Rural Development could guarantee loans of up to $25 million. 

 

The next meeting of the Regional Planning Commission was scheduled to be held at 2:00 p.m., on Tuesday, June 22, 

2010 in the Commissionôs meeting room.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:47 p.m. 

 

  Respectfully submitted, 
 

 

 

  Larry Kennon 

  Secretary 

 

 

 

  H. Weldon Macke 

  Chairman 

  
 

 

  Kathleen M. Hall 

  Executive Assistant 
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